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WEBSITE AND SEO
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Why is SEO 
important for Vox?
SEO is the largest driver of 

traffic to Vox’s website.

Data from Aug. 29-Nov. 26



Some stories are 
ranking great…



Create an SEO plan to own 
coverage of major Columbia 

events, like the True/False 
Film Festival.

SUGGESTION:

…but others could 
rank better.



Sometimes what’s 
best for SEO isn’t the 
best editorial decision. 
That’s okay!



What do people want to know about 
Roots N Blues?
● A tool to find story ideas and make sure 

stories get seen
● Do research while planning your 

coverage and packaging a story

Keyword Research

Example Story: Roots N Blues 2022: Putting Down Roots



Keyword 
Research

Use incognito 
mode on Chrome 
to see what 
people are 
searching about a 
topic.



Keyword 
Research

Google Trends
● Compare keyword 

popularity
● Find other related 

searches



Important Keywords to 
include in SEO

● Roots and Blues
● Roots and Blues 2022
● Roots N Blues
● Festival
● Schedule
● Lineup



How important are certain story elements 
to ranking well in Google?

SEO Title SEO Description Regular Headline
The headline that appears when an 
article appears in search and at the 

top of a tab.

01

The blurb that appears under a story 
on Google.

02

The headline that appears on the top 
of the page on the website.

03

How quickly was this story published?
How often has it been updated?

Time and Updates

05

Hyperlinks to your site and other sites

Links and Hyperlinks

06

Using H3 or H4 tags on Blox for longer 
stories that include keywords

Subheadings

07

Keywords listed in the URL

Page URL

04

In the “Keyword” section of Blox

SEO Keywords

08

(From most to least important)



SEO TITLE
● Include your priority keywords 

as close to the front 
● Get as close to 60 characters 

without going over
● Make it different from the 

regular headline
● Keep things conversational



SEO TITLE

On Blox
● SEO Tab -> SEO Title



2022 Roots N Blues Festival: What to know

SEO Title for This Story

Underline = keyword

Priority keywords are at the beginning

41 characters



SEO DESCRIPTION
● Another opportunity to include more 

keywords
● As close to (but not over) 155-160 

characters
● Conversational while drawing people into 

the result
● Avoid repeating keywords when it makes 

sense



SEO DESCRIPTION

On Blox
● SEO Tab -> 

SEO description



Find the artists in this year’s lineup, the history behind the 
festival’s Roots music and the dining options you must fit in 
your Roots and Blues schedule.

SEO Description for This Story

Underline = keyword
155 characters



STORY HEADLINE

● Displays at top of page on website
● 85 characters or less
● Try to use as many different keywords 

from the SEO Title and Description when 
possible

● Should still be keyword rich and 
conversational — different from print 
headline writing



STORY HEADLINE

On Blox
Title of the asset



Here’s everything you need to know about the 2022 Roots N 
Blues festival lineup

Headline for This Story

Underline = keyword
72 characters



LINKS, 
HYPERLINKS AND 
SUBHEADINGS

● Links to your own site and links to other 
sites

● Shows your page contains lots of 
valuable information

● 3-5 words
● 3-5 links per 500 words
● The words you pick for your 

hyperlinks matter — tells Google where 
that link leads



A few wording changes would make this page more effective 
from an SEO perspective.

1. Change this image to paragraph text and headings
2. Add alt text to this image that describes the text

a. This is great for inclusivity!
3. More specific hyperlink



Read more 

A few wording changes would make this page more effective 
from an SEO perspective.

…have been excluded from history.



SUBHEADINGS

● Use a “Heading” tag in 
the body copy of a story 
on Blox — not bolded 
font



Questions?



Thank you!



https://recurpost.com/blog/best-time-to-tweet/ 
https://napoleoncat.com/blog/what-is-a-good-engagement-rate/ 
https://blog.hootsuite.com/social-media-demographics/#TikTok_demographics 
https://blog.hootsuite.com/instagram-best-practices/#Instagram_Stories_best_practices 
https://blog.hootsuite.com/inclusive-design-social-media/ 
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