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By Emily Hood

Welcome to the first edition of Columbia Parents' Digest! Every month, we will bring you news and information to
help you navigate raising a child in Columbia: from cultivating a love of the environment in kids to making an
informed vote in the school board elections.

And speaking of the school board, Election Day is tomorrow. Voters will head to the polls to decide the next members
of Columbia Public Schools' school board. But who's on the ballot, and why should you vote? We sat down with K-12
education reporter Sophie Chappell to give you all the details on the municipal election.

There have been lots of reports and audits coming out about issues within
Columbia Public Schools, including the New Solutions K-12 audit, the
curriculum audit and statewide testing scores. How do you think those
reports are influencing the election?
There were questions every forum about all of these different reports and how the candidates want to change those
things. They're coming up all the time, and everyone has different solutions. I think the biggest thing that I've heard
was everyone just really wants the district to be super transparent about their plan to make things better for the
students, how they're going to get these test scores up and how they're going to get things like attendance up.

What do you think will be some of the long term impacts of this election on
Columbia Public Schools?
We're kind of seeing all sides of people's opinions on public education in this election. So, I think that this could
inspire more parents to want to file for candidacy for the position and get more involved in their kid’s education.

What advice would you give to parents to help them make an informed
voting choice?
I would say read all the profiles that we're putting out on the candidates. I think you get a really intimate view of all
the candidates through these profiles, and you hear directly from them instead of reading through what everyone else
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said in the forum stories.

I would also recommend reading a couple of the forum stories just to see how they respond to issues because everyone
has different answers. Everyone has different leadership styles. I think those really come through in a lot of the stories
that we've done on the forums.

Read more on your candidates
'He's gonna ruffle some feathers': Basye wants to be
conservative voice on CPS board
Despite an adversarial history with Columbia Public Schools, Basye is open to working
alongside district leaders.

Ferrao looks to bring years of CPS experience to School
Board
April Ferrao has over a decade up-close experience with the district through her work on
parent teacher student associations.

Gordon approaches CPS board run by building on
lessons from children, parents
James Gordon believes the district needs to gain significant ground in parent trust, equity
and accessibility.

Harper aims to create gradual change in CPS with
transparency and trust
Paul Harper believes his legal experience and listening and collaborating skills would make
him a strong School Board member.
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Horn runs for CPS board for second term on good
governance and continuity
As the only incumbent running, Chris Horn thinks his board experience will allow him to serve
again with a fresh perspective.

Lyman seeks to promote listening, equity in CPS School
Board run
As a lifelong Columbia resident, John Lyman thinks his knowledge of the community will help
him take on local issues.

As School Board candidate, Potter wants CPS to go
'back to the basics'
John Potter wants CPS to return to how it used to be before diversity, equity and inclusion
efforts “took off."

Subscribe to the Columbia Parents' Digest

Do you like what you see? Subscribe to the Columbia Parents' Digest, where we'll tell
you everything you need to know as a parent in Columbia on the first Monday of every
month.

Subscribe
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